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SUBJECT: COUNCIL OF EUROPE - AUSTRIAN SOCIALIST KARL CZERNETZ 
ELECTED ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT 

1. KARL CZERNETZ, AUSTRIAN SOCIALIST PARTY, WAS ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL OF EUROPE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY APRIL 21, 
1975. WITH FRG SOCIALIST KAHN-ACKERMANN ELECTED LAST FALL 

AS COUNCIL S SECRETARY GENERAL, CZERNETZ S VICTORY PUTS 
SOCIALISTS IN TWO KEY POSITIONS AND MAY PORTEND SOME SLIGHT 
SHIFT IN COUNCIL S APPROACH TO EUROPEAN SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS. CZERNETZ, WHO SUCCEEDS ITALIAN CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRAT GUISEPPE VEDOVATO, WAS UNOPPOSED. THIS CAME AS A 
LAST MINUTE SURPRISE TO MOST OBSERVERS AS SEVERAL OTHER 
CONTENDERS WERE EXPECTED. AMONG THEM WERE JOHN MENDELSOHN 
AND RAY FLETCHER, BOTH BRITISH LABOR PARTY, AND MRS. LIV 
AASEN, NORWEGIAN LABOR PARTY. TERM OF ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT 
IS FOR ONE YEAR, COVERING THREE SESSIONS, BUT BY TRADITION, 

A PRESIDENT IS REELECTED TWICE AND SERVES A TOTAL OF THREE 
YEARS. 

2. CZERNETZ, 65, STUDIED COMMERCIAL ART AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY IN VIENNA BEFORE WWII. IN 1937 HE WAS 
ARRESTED, AND FROM 1938 TO 1945 WAS A REFUGEE IN PARIS AND 
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LONDON. AFTER 1945 HE WAS APPOINTED TO THE BUREAU OF THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


AUSTRIAN SOCIALIST PARTY, BECAME THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY 
AND SECRETARY OF THE PARTY S EDUCATIONAL CENTER. HE IS THE 
CHIEF EDITOR OF THE AUSTRIAN BIWEEKLY REVIEW, DIE ZUKUNFT 
(THE FUTURE). SINCE 1949 HE HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF THE AUSTRIAN 
PARLIAMENT AND IS CHAIRMAN OF ITS COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. HE WAS AN AUSTRIAN OBSERVER FROM 1952, AND THEN IN 
1956, WHEN AUSTRIA JOINED THE COUNCIL, HE BECAME A REPRESEN- 
TATIVE TO THE COUNCIL S ASSEMBLY, SERVING AS A VICE PRESIDENT 
IN 1959, 1960, 1963, AND 1972. HE WAS ALSO CHAIRMAN OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS FROM 1959 
TO MAY 1974, WHEN HE TOOK OVER AS CHAIRMAN OF THE POLITICAL 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. 

3. AS CHAIRMAN OF THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, CZERNETZ 
HAS TRIED WITH SOME LIMITED SUCCESS TO GIVE THE COUNCIL A ROLE 
IN SETTLING THE CYPRUS DISPUTE. AN ENERGETIC AND AFFABLE 
PERSON, HE IS GENERALLY WELL-REGARDED BY BOTH PARLIAMENTARIANS 
AND GOVERNMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES HERE.ROMINE 
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